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Biographical/Historical Note
A tune, a dialogue, and a painting from the mid-nineteenth century, the Arkansas Traveler became a
catch-all phrase for almost anything or anyone from Arkansas: it has been the name of a kind of canoe,
various newspapers, a racehorse, a baseball team, and more. The term is familiar to the present-day
general public, especially as the name of a baseball team and a certificate presented to distinguished
visitors to the state. The Arkansas-based version of the Traveler is said to have begun in 1840. Colonel
Sanford Faulkner got lost in rural Arkansas and asked for directions at a humble log home. Faulkner, a
natural performer, turned the experience into an entertaining presentation for friends and acquaintances
in which the Traveler was greeted by the Squatter at the log cabin with humorously evasive responses to
his questions. Finally, the Traveler offered to play the second half, or “turn,” of the tune the Squatter was
playing on his fiddle. The tune was the “Arkansas Traveler.” In his happiness at hearing the turn of the
tune, the Squatter mustered all of the hospitality of his household for the benefit of the Traveler. When
the Traveler again asked directions, the Squatter offered them but suggested that the Traveler would be
lucky to make it back to the cottage “whar you kin cum and play on thara’r tune as long as you please.”
At approximately the same time Faulkner began performing the “Traveler,” a similar performance of the
“Arkansas Traveler” tune and a related dialogue emerged outside the state. One cannot tell with certainty
which version came first. According to Thomas Wilson, writing in Ohio History in 1900, customers were
attracted to the Golden Fleece Tavern in Salem, Ohio, by performances of the “Traveller” before 1852.
While the Arkansas-based version of the dialogue portrayed tensions based upon differences among
people from Arkansas—such as urban versus rural or wealthy versus poor—most versions told the story
from the Traveler-as-outsider perspective, taking an uncomplimentary view of the state. Mose Case, an
albino African-American entertainer from Buffalo, New York, performed the Traveler and his version
ended by declaring that the Traveler “has never had the courage to visit Arkansas since!” The Case
version was published in 1863 and distributed widely.

Scope and Contents
This collection contains the constitution and by-laws of the Arkansas Travelers Organization.
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Arkansas State Archives 06/28/2021
Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open for research use. The ASA possesses the material listed in this finding aid in
the original format, but due to preservation concerns this collection is accessible to the public through
microfilm format.
Conditions Governing Use
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17-U.S. Code) governs the making of photocopies or other
reproductions of copyrighted material. The person using this material is liable for any infringement.
Immediate Source of Acquistion
Unknown.
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Collection Inventory

7 August 1903: Constitution and By-laws of Arkansas Travelers Organization in Little Rock, Arkansas.
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